








UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

1301 CONSTITUTION AVE, NW  
WASHINGTON, DC 20004 

 
 

DATE:  MARCH 29, 2019 PREPARED BY:  SA  

CASE #:  OI-HQ-2018-ADM-0082 CROSS REFERENCE #:  N/A 

TITLE:  PRUITT, E. SCOTT; POLITICAL APPOINTEE, ADMINISTRATOR, OA, EPA 

 
CASE CLOSING REPORT 

 
Subject(s) Location Other Data 

Administrator Scott Pruitt Washington, DC N/A 
 
ALLEGATIONS:   
 
On April 9, 2018, the Office of Investigations (OI), Office of Inspector General, Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), received a memorandum from Kevin Minoli (Minoli), Principal 
Deputy General Counsel and Designated Agency Ethics Official, EPA. The memorandum, dated 
April 6, 2018, was issued by the United States Office of Government Ethics and addressed to 
Minoli. Pursuant to this memorandum, a case was opened to administratively investigate the 
following allegation: Did Administrator Pruitt have subordinates at the EPA assist him in finding 
personal housing.  
 
On June 7, 2018, OI expanded the investigation to include the following allegations; (1) Did 
Administrator Pruitt use his official position and EPA staff to seek a “business opportunities” for 

; (2) Did Administrator Pruitt enlist subordinates at the EPA secure a mattress for his 
personal use; and (3) Did Administrator Pruitt have his security detail run personal errands for 
him.   
 
FINDINGS:   
 
All allegations are deemed inconclusive. Administrator Pruitt resigned from the EPA prior to the 
conclusion of the investigation; therefore, was no longer subject to the administrative Standards 
of Conduct.   
 
DISPOSITION:   
 
Based upon the aforementioned, there are no further investigative steps and this investigation is 
recommended for closure.  
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CASE:  
OI-HQ-2018-ADM-0086 

INTERVIEWEE (if applicable):  
 N/A 

DATE OF ACTIVITY:  
July 6, 2018 

DRAFTED DATE: 
July 6, 2018 

AGENT(S): 
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the maximum amount of rent a recipient may pay for property leased with Continuum of Care 
funds, and calculation of flat rents in Public Housing units. 
(www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/fmr) 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 
 
FY2017 HYPOTHETICAL SMALL AREA FMRS FOR WASHINGTON-ARLINGTON-
ALEXANDRIA, DC-VA-MD-WV MSA 
 

FY2017 
HYPOTHETICAL SMAL        
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

1301 CONSITITUTION AVENUE, NW 
WASHINGTON DC 20004 

 
 

DATE: MARCH 11, 2019 PREPARED BY:  SA  

CASE #: OI-HQ-2018-ADM-0086 CROSS REFERENCE #: N/A 

TITLE:  PRUITT, E. SCOTT, ADMINISTRATOR, OA 

 
CASE CLOSING REPORT 

 
Subject(s) Location Other Data 

E. SCOTT PRUITT WASHINGTON, D.C. N/A 
 
ALLEGATIONS:  
 
On April 9, 2018, Assistant Inspector General of Investigations (AIGI) Patrick Sullivan 
(Sullivan), Office of Investigations (OI), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), received a memorandum from Kevin Minoli (Minoli), Principal 
Deputy General Counsel and Designated Agency Ethics Official, EPA.  
 
At the direction of AIGI Sullivan, an administrative case was opened to investigate the following 
allegation: (1) Did Administrator Pruitt’s rental agreement with  constitute a gift.  
 
INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS:   
 
Administrator Pruitt resigned from the EPA prior to the conclusion of the investigation. The 
allegation is inconclusive.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Based upon the aforementioned, there are no further investigative steps and this investigation is 
recommended for closure.  
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: Subpoena of 
Date: Tuesday, September 04, 2018 4:28:46 PM
Attachments: .EPA.090418.pdf

 and :

Please see the attached letter and confirm receipt. Any other updates to report?  Thanks.
 

Washington, DC  20036
 

 (Tel.)

 

This e-mail may contain confidential or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient,
please advise by return e-mail and delete immediately without reading forwarding to others.  The
following statement is provided pursuant to U.S. Treasury Department Regulations:  This
communication is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer for the
purpose of avoiding penalties that the Internal Revenue Service may impose on the taxpayer.
 

From:  
Sent: Thursday, June 7, 2018 9:53 AM
To: 
Cc: @epa.gov>; 

@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Subpoena of  and 
 

– The investigators asked that I follow up on getting a copy of the floorplan, mentioned below. 
 Please advise.
 
Thank you,
 

, EPA OIG

 

From:  
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Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2018 3:50 PM
To: >
Subject: RE: Subpoena of  and 
 
Please see the Statements of Compliance attached.
 

Washington, DC  20036
 

 

This e-mail may contain confidential or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient,
please advise by return e-mail and delete immediately without reading forwarding to others.  The
following statement is provided pursuant to U.S. Treasury Department Regulations:  This
communication is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer for the
purpose of avoiding penalties that the Internal Revenue Service may impose on the taxpayer.
 

From: epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 4:06 PM
To: 
Subject: RE: Subpoena of  and
 

 – Thank you and the  for their cooperation in responding to the subpoena.  I have
forwarded the materials and your note below to the investigators. 
 

, EPA OIG

 

From:  
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 11:41 AM
To: @epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Subpoena of  and
 

Please find attached documents responsive to the subpoena dated May 4, 2018 on behalf of both
.  The executed Statements of Compliance are forthcoming.  While the 
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Subject: Subpoena of  and 
 

I just wanted to drop you a note to let you know I am representing  and  on the
matter before your office, and do not anticipate any issue with responding to subpoena by the
return date. Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks.
 

Washington, DC  20036

 

This e-mail may contain confidential or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient,
please advise by return e-mail and delete immediately without reading forwarding to others.  The
following statement is provided pursuant to U.S. Treasury Department Regulations:  This
communication is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer for the
purpose of avoiding penalties that the Internal Revenue Service may impose on the taxpayer.
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From:
To:
Subject: RE: Request - Review of Facts and, if Appropriate, a Declination (OI-HQ-2018-ADM-0086)
Date: Friday, August 17, 2018 4:48:41 PM

Hi 
 
We concur with your recommendation and are declining to prosecute at this time.
 
Thanks,
Sonali
 
From: @epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 2:38 PM
To: Patel, Sonali (USADC) <SPATEL2@usa.doj.gov>
Subject: Request - Review of Facts and, if Appropriate, a Declination (OI-HQ-2018-ADM-0086)
 
Good afternoon Sonali,
 
The following is in reference to case number (OI-HQ-2018-ADM-0086). I have been advised that the
case below must be reviewed by an AUSA before closing due to direction from our Inspector General
and well as guidance included in our Standard Operating Procedures for case closures. The OIG
opened the below case as purely administrative, but prior to closing, want to consult with you to
confirm there is no applicable criminal violation that the DOJ is interested in pursuing at this time
based on the facts below. As such, I’m sending this email to you. If you are not the appropriate AUSA
to review, I apologize in advance; and, if you let me know who I could send it to, I will forward it
accordingly.
 
Request: AUSA review for declination, if appropriate.
 
Issue(s)/Allegation(s): Did Administrator Pruitt’s rental agreement with  constitute a gift?
 
Facts: The Office of Investigations (OI), Office of Inspector General, United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), received a memorandum, dated April 6, 2018, from the United States
Office of Government Ethics.  The memorandum brought forth allegations pertaining to matters
affecting the EPA’s Office of the Administrator, to which OI opened an administrative case to
investigate ethical violations by Administrator Pruitt.
 
OI interviewed witnesses and reviewed records, which revealed the following, in sum:
 
Administrator Pruitt leased a condo located at  C Street NE, Washington, DC. Per the terms of the
lease, Administrator Pruitt rented the condo from  C Street LLC (owned by ) for $50.00
per day from February 20, 2017 to April 1, 2017. The lease limited Administrator Pruitt to the use of
one bedroom of the unit. Other than verbally extending the terms of the lease, there were no
changes to the lease.
 
Administrator Pruitt did not leave until August 4, 2017, despite  attempts to have him
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From:
To:
Subject: FW: Follow up - Recusal Confirmed - Additional Recused cases and referral
Date: Thursday, January 31, 2019 2:46:04 PM

 
 

From: Elkins, Arthur 
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2018 4:08 PM
To: @epa.gov>
Cc: Larsen, Alan <Larsen.Alan@epa.gov>; Sheehan, Charles <Sheehan.Charles@epa.gov>; 

@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: Follow up - Recusal Confirmed - Additional Recused cases and referral
 
Okay. Thank you.
 
Art 

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 17, 2018, at 4:06 PM, @epa.gov> wrote:

Gentlemen,
 
Please see below. Operationally, I will take steps to finalize the turnover related to the
recusal.
 
Best,
 

 

From:  
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2018 3:34 PM
To @usdoj.gov>; 

@ic.fbi.gov>
Cc: @epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Follow up - Recusal Confirmed - Additional Recused cases and referral
 
Gentlemen,
 
Good afternoon.  and I just met with the Inspector General regarding our
conversation from last week. We briefed him on our discussion and recommendation
related to the case recusal. He concurs. In addition, he desires to add the two
additional OPR criminal cases into the scope of that recusal as they are sufficiently part
of the set of issues related to the initial case being recused. To that end, I just spoke
with  and I am referring these two additional cases to  for whatever additional
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investigative activity deemed appropriate.
 
BREAK
 

 
I can have  coordinate with  to turnover what additional documentation we
have on the two cases (  (OI-HQ-20180ADM-0124); 

(OI-HQ-2018-CFD-0083)), for 0083,  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 202-

.
 
Best,
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

1301 CONSTITUTION AVENUE NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20004 

 
 
 

 

DATE:  March 14, 2019 PREPARED BY:  SA  

CASE #:  OI-HQ-2018-ADM-0039 
            

CROSS REFERENCE  
 

TITLE:  Allegation of Inappropriate Lobbying   
                 

CASE CLOSING REPORT 
 

Subject(s) Location Other Data 
NA   Washington, DC 

 
 

 
VIOLATIONS: 
 
31 U.S.C. § 1341 – Antideficiency Act  
Public Law 115-31 – Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2017 
                             
   
ALLEGATION: 
 
On September 26, 2017, the Committee on Energy and Commerce, U.S. House of 
Representatives requested that the EPA Office of Inspector General (OIG) “develop a 
comprehensive factual record for instances where possible violations of the Antideficiency Act 
and the publicity or propaganda and anti-lobbying provisions of the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act (CSA) of 2017, may have occurred, during an April 2017 meeting between former 
Administrator Scott Pruitt and the National Mining Association.” 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
The OIG’s Office of Investigations conducted seven interviews with members of the National 
Mining Association and five interviews with EPA personnel who attended the April 2017 
meeting. As the purpose of this inquiry was to develop a factual record of said meeting, on 
March 1, 2019, a written account of the information collected was sent to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, U.S. House of Representatives. 
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DISPOSITION: 
 
This was a fact-finding matter. The matter was completed and the appropriate documents 
provided to Congress. No further action is required. As such, this matter is being closed.   
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